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Badge competition

From the
Senior
Section
Adviser

The national logo for the Senior Section
Spectacular is shown below, but we
need your help to design a special
Leicestershire badge, so if you’re feeling
creative have a look at page 2 to see
how to enter our badge design
competition.

Hopefully a lot of you will know by now
that 2016 is a special year for The Senior
Section, as we’ll be celebrating our
centenary! The celebrations will be known
collectively as “The Senior Section
Spectacular”.
For more information about opportunities
to celebrate in Leicestershire, have a look
at page 2. Leicestershire Senior Section
have been involved in planning these
events from the start, with the initial
ideas being suggested by those who
attended the autumn 2014 meeting of the
Senior Section Forum (now known as The
Discussion Bus). These ideas were then
approved by the County’s Guiding
Development committee and the County
Commissioner, and leaders and members
of the Senior Section attended a meeting
in May 2015 to start developing the ideas
further. We now have a planning team
working on each event, but need more
people to get involved—if you’d like to
help make Leicestershire’s events truly
“spectacular” please get in touch!

Discussion Bus
The autumn term meeting of the
Discussion Bus was held in conjunction
with the #passiton event, where we
learnt about how we could potentially
save the life of someone with blood
cancer, and had the chance to sign up to
the bone marrow donor register.
Assistant County Commissioner Sam
Harrold then led a session on what
Girlguiding Leicestershire should be
doing over the next 5 years planning—
lots of exciting ideas were suggested, so
watch this space!
Megan Thomas
meganrthomas@live.co.uk
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Senior Section News
The Senior Section
Spectacular

· 3 July:
Challenge day
at Topstones

In 2016 we will be celebrating 100 years of
The Senior Section, and lots of exciting
events are being planned.

· 19-21
August: Carnival Fever at Blackwell Court
(Girlguiding Midlands event)

All members of the Senior Section will
receive a booklet with the full list of events
on offer from Girlguiding Leicestershire this will be sent out via Commissioners in
November. A digital version will also be
on www.girlguidingleicestershire.org from
November 12th.

· Autumn 2016: Adventurous activity day,
location TBC

A taster of some of the things being
planned for 2016:

· Plus more to be confirmed … look out for
the booklet!

· We’ll also be getting involved with
supporting the Teenage Cancer Trust
throughout the year

· 1—3July: Senior Section permit weekend/
Charnwood prep camp at Topstones

The Clothes Show
There are
still some
tickets
left
for
the Senior
Section
trip
to
Clothes
Show at Birmingham's
December!

NEC

Badge
Design
competition

on

?

Plans for all our exciting Senior Section
Spectacular events are underway, but
we need your help designing a
Spectacular badge to go with them!
Be as creative as you want with your
badge design, but it will need to include
"Girlguiding Leicestershire" and a blue
trefoil on it somewhere.
The competition is open to anyone in
Girlguiding Leicestershire aged 14 - 25
and entries need to be emailed to
m eganrt hom as@l ive.co .uk by 31
December 2015.
The winning design will be made into a
badge and sold in our County Equipment
Store next year! !
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The cost is £35 which includes coach
transport there (from 2 pickup locations
in Leicestershire) and entry to the show.
For details on how to book, see the
Girlguiding Leicestershire website - but
you'll need to be quick, tickets are going
fast!
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International
Roadshows

International
Opportunities
Weekend

The International team would like to
invite you to an INTERNATIONAL EVENING
of fun, games, craft and activities as well
as an opportunity to find out more about
international guiding in Leicestershire and
beyond. The evening is for all Guides and
members of The Senior Section with or
without their Leaders (you will need an
ICE form—please contact County
International Adviser Tracey Ball for more
details at traceysim64@hotmail.co.uk).

Friday 8 April - Sunday 10 April 2016
Topstones County Campsite
Are you interested in travelling abroad
with Girlguiding? Do you want to find out
what International Opportunities there
may be for you in 2017?
Apply for a place at our action packed
International Opportunities weekend and
you will have the chance to be put
forward for your dream International
guiding trip in 2017!

You will be able to find out lots about
International Opportunities in the UK,
Europe and further a field by talking to
the leaders that have run trips and the
young women who have taken part in
them.
Monday 12 October

Friendship Centre, Long Whatton
From 7.15 for a 7. 40 start
Tuesday 3 November
County Office
From 7 pm—9 pm everyone welcome

We are looking for Guides and Senior
Section members who will be aged
between 14 -18 years by July 2017. You
must be 13 years old when applying to
attend the weekend.

Save the date for
West Midland Safari
Park

To apply to take part you need to
complete an application form—which will
be available from County Office or for
d o wnl o ad
fro m
t he
G irl gud ing
Leicestershire website on 1 December.
If you have any questions and for more
information about the event contact
Tracey Ball County International Adviser,
(Traceysim64@hotmail.co.uk) for more
information.

On Sunday 12 June 2016, Girlguiding Midlands
are taking over West Midland Safari Park with
a day of fun for Brownies, Guides and their
Leaders. We will be organising coaches from
Leicestershire for the event, and more
information will be available in the January
Bulletin.
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1st Uppingham
Guides complete
Richard III
Challenge

Guides enjoy trip of a
lifetime to Switzerland

1st
Uppingham
Guides are the
latest group to
complete
the
Richard
III
Challenge. The
girls
started
working on the
Richard III badge
last term ,and
finished it off
with a camp. The
girls took part in
activities which included visiting both
Bosworth
Battlefield and exploring
Leicester city centre with a Richard III trail,
as well as eating medieval food, making
stained glass windows and re enacting the
battle.

Members of 2nd Syston Guides enjoyed the trip
of the lifetime exploring Switzerland this

Summer. Leaders Jo Burton and Amy Glover led
a 29 strong group – reliving the same trip they
had both enjoyed as Guides.
The group spent 10 days exploring the country

and taking part in activities including travelling
on cable cars, visiting a local woodcarvers,
exploring a cave, climbing through Trummelbach
waterfalls and tobogganing down a mountain!

Oadby and Wigston
Division Rainbow Day

“Our jam packed schedule was so full of new
adventures for the guides to enjoy. All of the
girls got stuck in whether it was mountain fun
games or climbing up a high tower! We were

A ‘Colour Chameleon’ Rainbow fun day took
place on 19th September 2015 at Oadby Trinity
Church. It was organised by Alex Whitehouse for
her Queens Guide. It involved songs, games and
crafts for over 60 Rainbows from Oadby and
Wigston Division. It was a busy afternoon and
lots of fun for all the girls who got the Colour
Chameleon badge at the end.

amazed by the girls’ enthusiasm to try
something new,” said Ella.
The highlight of the trip was visiting ‘Our
Chalet’, one of four WAGGGS World Centres.
“The tour of the chalet was wonderful and
really brought into perspective the importance
of being part of a movement as positive as
Girlguiding,” said Ella, adding “I feel privileged
to have been part of such an extraordinary trip
and would like to thank the organisations that
kindly donated money for our activities and also

our Leaders Jo and Amy for their hard work and
dedication.”
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Coffee evening
raises funds in
Melton Mowbray

TOPSTONES NEWS
We are delighted that over 2500 people
have camped or stayed at Topstones this
year.

A coffee evening in Melton Mowbray
raised over £200 for good causes. The
Rangers, Guides and Brownies that meet
at Sandy Lane Methodist Church worked
together to host the event, which raised
funds for The Guide Friendship Fund, The
Red Cross and Age UK Gloucester House.

If you are not one of them, why not
arrange a visit to see the great facilities
and just how many activities are
available? With the exception of Archery
they are all included in the overnight fee
so it is not only a great place to stay but
also represents great value for money.

The Rangers took the admission while the
Guides ran stalls, and Brownies served
refreshments and provided enterainment
to their guests while earning their
Hostess badge.

The camping pods are proving to be more
and more popular and over the winter we
are hoping to install electricity so there
will be a fridge and lighting in the new
camp kitchen (pictured below) which has
been installed in the ‘Swift’ wet weather
to make life even easier.

4th Melton Guides.

Growing Guiding :
New Rainbow Unit
to open in Melton
Mowbray

A group of enthusiastic volunteers meet

A new Rainbow
unit is to open in
Melton
Mowbray
following
a
s u c c e s s f u l
recruitment drive
over the summer.

every Tuesday morning to keep the site
looking shipshape and develop new
initiatives. There is nowhere more
relaxing especially when the sun is
shining—why not join us for some fun,
friendship and fresh air—everyone is
welcome.

A stall in the
m a r k et
place
p r o m o t e d
Girlguiding
in
Melton, and those
interested in volunteering were invited to
a cream tea and summer punch evening.
4 new Leaders signed up which means a
new Rainbow unit can now open. The
events were held with the support of
Girlguiding Midland’s Development Worker
Laura Price, Development Worker.

Contact Jacky for more information Jacky
Brooks (jackyandron@btinternet.com)
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Rainbow Leaders
Training Day
Still time to Register

Saturday 21 November
10 am to 3.30 pm
Thornton Community Centre

There’s still plenty of time to register your
group for Charnwood 2016—registration will
remain open until we can’t fit anyone else on
site! See the Charnwood 2016 website for
more details.

Main Street, Thornton, LE67 1AH
Open to all Leaders and Leaders in Training
A day of inspiration, ideas and new activities
along with time to ask questions and share
ideas.
On the day there will be a choice of short
sessions to choose from, with topics ranging
from: five minute fillers, using the
roundabouts, getting girls actively involved in
decision making and giving them a voice in
Guiding, instant low cost activities.

Take your Rainbows
and Brownies to visit

Places must be booked in advance for all
training. You can book using the form in the
Bulletin or online via the website.

Bookings are now open for CRBBC - Charnwood
2016’s program for the younger sections. Over
the day everyone will take part in three activity
areas : adventure, creativitiy and a main site
visit—a chance to have a taste of the
Charnwood experience.

Upcoming Trainings
Places must be booked in advance for all
training. You can book using the form in the
Bulletin or online via the website.

You choose the day, Monday – Thursday, 10am
– 4pm
Costs £15 per child with accompanying adults
free within a 1:5 ratio – Additional Adults for £5
Includes exclusive CRBBC Badge
Download a booking form from the Charnwood
website.

Safe Space
Tuesday 20 October, County Office
6.30 pm – 9.30 pm

Girlguiding Leicestershire, 97 Princess Road East, Leicester, LE1 7DW
Tel: 0116 254 5290

Website: www.leicestershireguides.org

Fax: 0116 254 2587

email: office@leicestershireguides.org

Registered Charity No 521779
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