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eBulletin  January 2022 

 

I  would like to wish you all a Happy New Year and let us 
hope we will have an adventurous 2022. I am looking 

forward to seeing many of you at Water Weekend and 
Jungle Jinks this summer.  

I’ll start this year by saying a really big thank 
you to Bridget Towle for all of her support, 
knowledge and advice as chair of the finance 

committee. Bridget has been in the role for 
many, many years and has always supported the 

current county commissioner as well as putting 
Girlguiding Leicestershire finances first. Bridget 

is leaving the role in the very good hands of 
Emma Chodynicki from 1 January 2022.  

Now, as we begin 2022 we need to be COVID 

responsible and keep checking the Girlguiding 
website for updates. Please remember the county 

team are here to help with risk assessments and all 
things related to unit meetings during this time.  

We continue to have a number of opportunities open to members 
including:  

 GO enquiries adviser 

 archery adviser 

 some one to help putting the new website content together 

If you or someone you know wants more information on these roles please get 
in touch with County Office.  

Sam Harrold  
County Commissioner 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/coronavirus-keeping-safe/
mailto:office@leicestershireguides.org
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‘Brownies build it!’ 

The 1st Wigston Brownies and a guest from the 8th 
Wigston Brownies recently completed their first 

Brownie holiday since COVID. 

Hayfields is such a well appointed venue we headed 
there again. Many of the girls came up from Rainbows 

this year and most of them have not slept away from 
home before, so a Brownie holiday was a big challenge 

for them. They did really well dealing with the 
strangeness of it all and looking after each other. 

As builders have to work as a team and follow precise 
instructions so too our Brownies worked as a team to carefully 
complete the steps to prepare, marzipan, ice and decorate 

Christmas cakes. We made and painted salt dough Christmas 
decorations, built and decorated a wooden crate, designed a 

railway route out of toilet roll tubes, completed our chores 
(without too many groans) and learned about some incredible 

women. 

Together we had fun and completed the AMEY engineering 
badge, several unit meeting activities and were awarded a 

Nights Away badge. 

The weekend could not have happened without an incredible 

amount of guiding teamwork. We needed three leaders to 
run the event and months ago I appealed on social media for 

volunteers. The wonderful ladies Rohanne from Shepshed 
and Colette from Aylestone contacted me and we planned 
the activities together. Unfortunately Colette fell ill 5 days 

before the holiday so I turned to social media again and Sue 
from Market Harborough kindly stepped forward in the nick 

of time.   

Brownie commissioner Sue swiftly approved the residential event notification 

form again and off we went. The ladies were a pleasure to work with, mutually 
supportive and very much appreciated. 

Credit should also go the Leader who trained me. Valerie Williams in Bristol was 

my ‘Tawny’ for years and took me under her wing quite literally as I completed 
my leadership qualification. She led half a dozen Brownie holidays during which 

I learned so much about managing an event and coping with any issues that 
may arise. She ‘grew’ me so I can ‘grow girls’. 

Thank you to Rohanne, Sue, Colette, Sue, Nadine & the Hayfields Team and 
Valerie.  

Tracy Harris 
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Brownie Bronze awards 

Congratulations to Bethany Barber and 

Sydney Reid of 5th Melton Brownies for 

achieving their Brownie Bronze 

awards. 

Deanna Kerr  

5th Melton Brownies leader  

Congratulations to Tracy Harris who was 

presented with her Going Away With 

licence and 10-year Long service award 

last November on a sleepover at Hayfields 

- see the previous page to find out what 

they did.  

Brownie Gold awards 

Following the performance 

of our nativity musical, Too 

Busy for Christmas, five of 

our Brownies were 

presented with their Gold 

Awards.  

Everyone in guiding at Christ 

Church is so proud of them, 

and their families are too! 

        Linda Moore 
86th Leicester Brownies 
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Celebrate our section Gold awards! 

Congratulations to all the girls who have 
received section Gold awards this year. 

The grand totals for the year are: 

Rainbows – 76 Brownies – 90 Guides – 45 

As the county still provide these awards at no cost to units it is important that 

we follow the current application process. This allows us to report back to our 
trustees the details and costs of issuing the awards.  

The application process for Gold awards is outlined below - please note that 
anything Gold related is looked after by the office and not the shop. Bronze and 

Silver awards are still available through the shop. 

All Sections 

Once a girl has completed all the necessary requirements for her Gold award, 

please use the form that is located on our website here.  

Then return the fully completed form, by either post or email to 

stacey@leicestershireguides.org, not forgetting to notify your commissioner 
first.  

Awards normally take around two to three weeks to process; please do not 
organise a presentation until the award has been received as occasionally delays 
do occur. Once the award has been created it will be posted directly to the 

named leader on the application form.  

Guides and Rangers  

The process for these sections is the same however we do offer a choice 
between a local and a county presentation. This should be stated on the form 

after consulting the girl - it is her choice.  

If a local presentation is opted for, then the certificate, woven 
and pin badges will all be sent directly to the leader.  

If a county presentation is chosen, then leader will receive the 
metal pin badge for local presentation and the certificate and 

woven badge will be held until the next county presentation. 
Please ensure that an address is provided for the girl in order for 

invitations to be sent.  

We will aim to hold at least one county presentations per year, 
but this is dependant on Covid restrictions and numbers of girls.  

 

http://www.leicestershireguides.org/forms
mailto:stacey@leicestershireguides.org
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Rocket Round Leicester challenge 

Charnwood Division has had a great time participating in this challenge over 
the last six months and I hope you have all enjoyed it too! The challenge was 

devised as a way to support our local hospice charity, LOROS, with their rocket 
inspired summer fundraising event and as a way for guiding to give their 
support whilst having some fun at the same time. 

The challenge was based around three zones with a variety of options covering 
craft, science, activities, quizzes and films. My unit has made models, baked 

biscuits, set off air rockets at Topstones amongst other activities. We’ve even 
taken a Park and Ride trip with some of our Brownies and Rangers to visit lots 

of the rocket installations around Leicester. Our Smartie tubes have all been 
filled, collected and counted and sent into County Office.  

We hope you have all enjoyed joining in with the challenge. 500 badges have 

been purchased from the office and Smartie tube donations sent in from all 
areas of our county.  

I am delighted to report that £966.68 has been raised across Girlguiding 
Leicestershire and a cheque is being sent to LOROS fundraising for this 

amount. 

Well done to everyone who took part.  

Kathryn Barwell 

2nd Quorn Guide Leader 
Quorn and Rothley Temple District Commissioner  
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For information email dawnguiding@btinternet.com or see the FAQs on our 
website. 

Why not come as a district or division or you could join up with another unit 
to make new friends. 

Units without a Going Away With licence holder are welcome to attend, as 
you will be supported through the camp, possibly being paired up with 

another unit. 

Bookings will open for camp on the 1 February and will fill up quickly. See 
our website here for how to book. 

	
A fantastic opportunity to enjoy all sorts of outdoor activities on a 
fun filled weekend.  Open to Guides, Young Leaders and Rangers. 

Girls will get six of the following 
activities: canoeing, kayaking, raft 

building, bellboating, stand-up 
paddleboarding, climbing, high ropes, 

bushcraft, archery and outdoor crafts. 

Central camp fee of 
£60 per girl covers all 

activities, camping 
and camp badge.  

Units will add on costs 
for food. 

mailto:dawnguiding@btinternet.com
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leicestershireguides.org%2FData%2FSites%2F1%2Fmedia%2Fwater-camp-faqs.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/leicestershire-county-water-camp-2017-05-12
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	A call out for staff - coming soon! 

Water camp is a fantastic opportunity for our girls to experience adventure and 
to make the weekend happen we need some key staff to come along and 

support the activities. 

We will be particularly looking for leaders who can support the following: 

Bushcraft 

Archery 

Crafts - especially those with an outdoor theme 

We aim to keep our core team quite small but if you would like to attend Water 
camp as a staff member but can’t help with the activities above then please 

get in touch and we will see how you might be able to support the camp. 

More information and details on how to register your interest will be advertised 

on social media soon. 
Dawn Scott 

dawnguiding@btinternet.com 

Jungle Jinks Brownie camp 
Saturday 6 to Tuesday 9 August 2022 

Topstones campsite 

£135 per Brownie 

Camping in tents. Fully catered. 

 Jungle animal themed fun – crafts, music, 
dance. 

Enormous inflatables. Campfire.  

  

 An exciting opportunity to take part in a large-scale camp.  

A special camp t-shirt, necker and badge.  

More information and a booking form are available on our 
website here. 

http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/jungle-jinks-county-brownie-camp--2022-08-06.aspx
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Would you be able to help out at Jungle Jinks as a staff member? 

Quotes from a few event staff members from previous events: 

‘Thank you for a wonderful day, a first for me playing with little red girls!  The 

event was a credit to the team.  Well done.’ 

‘Thank you so much I had a lovely morning. Please count me in for both future 
events.’ 

‘Just wanted to say a huge thank you to you on Saturday. I was made to feel 
very welcome, as always, and Topstones is always a good place to be.  I am 

looking forward to my next Guiding adventure.’ 

If you want to join the fun then let us know here. We look forward to hearing 

from you VERY soon. 
Janet Gelsthorpe 

Event Team Coordinator 

What Jungle Jinks 
When 6-9 August 

What Brownie camp 

Where Topstones Campsite 

Section Brownies 

 

Jungle Jinks - Call out for Service Crew 

Jungle Jinks is Girlguiding Leicestershire Brownie Camp to 

be held at Topstones between 6 – 9 August 2022 

If you are between 14 years and 17 years you can join the 

service crew on the Flamingo sub camp where you will be 
supporting the camp staff in variety of roles including, 
helping Brownies have fun, activities, catering and 

facilities.  

Everyday there will be a rota where you will be given jobs 

to make the camp a success plus you will get down time 
where you will be able to have fun with your friends.  

Cost for service crew is £40, this includes catering, camp 
fee, badge, necker and camp badge. 

For lots more information please see our website here.  

Jungle Jinks Team 

http:/www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/Data/Sites/1/media/staff-booking-form.pdf
http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/Data/Sites/1/media/jungle-jinks-flamingos-booking-form.pdf
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Rainbow Winter Wonderland 

At the end of November 2021, we held our first county 
Rainbow event since restrictions eased – Winter Wonderland. 
Bookings came in thick and fast and we were amazed how many 
Rainbows wanted to come and join us. Plans soon became reality as the day 
drew nearer. 

The event was based on wintery themes with Rainbows taking part in a variety 
of activities crafts and games across the four zones. Even the weather seemed 
to want to join in and we had a flurry of snow as the event started. Luckily this 
didn’t dampen too many spirits and the fun quickly began. 

Rainbows had the chance to visit Antarctica and create 
an igloo. They could also make a cork reindeer or a 
twizzle stick creating their own optical illusion. We 
added in some chocolate penguins and a penguin relay, 
which both proved popular! 

Ice Princess allowed Rainbows to enjoy something sparkly 
and be a princess if they wanted to. Here girls decorated 
cupcakes, made fairy wands and went on a treasure 
hunt. We even had our own Ice Princess floating around 
and Rainbows loved having their photo taken with her 
and dressing up in our photo booth.  

Another of the zones was entitled Frostbite, 
although the closest Rainbows got to being cold 
was waiting for their marshmallows to melt 
over the fire before munching their delicious 
s’mores. That wasn’t the only food activity 
going on as Rainbows could also make a 
popcorn snowman cup. Creating sock snowmen 
and making snowmen or playing in fake snow 
were other activities available to try. 

It wouldn’t be a county event without 
the chance to have a bit of a dance in 
our Snow Ball and take home a goody or 
two from the shop. 

We would like to say a MASSIVE thank 
you to all the leaders, staff and other 
volunteers for giving us your time, 
dedication and enthusiasm throughout 
the day. We couldn’t have done it 
without you! The Rainbows had an 
amazing time and I know would love to 
do it again - certainly my Rainbows do! 

Laura Clarke and the Winter Wonderland event team. 
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In 2022 we plan to offer the Bronze award (including a walking 

expedition), the Silver award (including a bushcraft expedition) and the 
Gold award (including a paddling expedition) – we will have limited 

numbers for our Silver/Gold award expeditions and priority is always 
given to those who have completed a previous award with us.  

We still have a few places left , check here for details. 

Dates confirmed:  

February 

Saturday 26 First Response for DofE 

Sunday 27 Bronze and Silver DofE expedition trainings on zoom 

March 

Sunday 6 Bronze DofE expedition training 

Sunday 20 Gold canoeing session 1 

April 

Saturday 9 - Monday 11 Silver DofE bushcraft training/practice expedition  

Saturday 23 - Sunday 24 Bronze DofE qualifying expedition  

June 

Saturday 18 - Sunday 19 Gold DofE canoeing training 

Saturday 25 - Sunday 26 Gold DofE canoeing training 

July 

Monday 18 - Wednesday 20 Gold DofE canoeing practice 

Saturday 23 - Tuesday 26 Gold DofE canoeing qualifying expedition  

August 

Saturday 27 - Monday 29 Silver DofE bushcraft qualifying expedition  

Full details, including costs, dates, times and locations, are on the county 
website here. 

Lucy Faulds 

http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/duke-of-edinburghs-award.aspx
http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/duke-of-edinburghs-award.aspx
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Guiding Essentials Leicester shop 

This term (including February half term) our Leicester shop will be open on the 
following days: 

Mondays 10am to 1pm 

Thursdays 3pm to 6pm 

Fridays 10am to 1pm 

Saturdays 10am to 1pm 

Most of our opening hours are remaining the same but Thursday will now close at 

6pm as we seem to have very few customers after that time. 

We will close for Easter after business on Friday 8 April. 

We continue to offer a postal service and order and collect on these days. 

Please send orders to equipstore@leicestershireguides.org. A reminder that 
Bronze and Silver award badges and new style emblems are available as both 

woven and metal pin-on. Please make sure you indicate which you require on the 
order.  

Thank you to everyone who supported the shop during the past 18 months, your 
purchases have allowed us to pass a small amount of profit to the county. 

For up to date information check the shop page  

or email equipstore@leicestershireguides.org 

Spectacular Springtime Challenge – re-launched for 2022 

If you are getting ready for the spring term then 
why not incorporate our Springtime Challenge, 

originally created by some of our Queen’s Guide 
participants in 2021, it’s a great resource and the 
badge is still available from the office. 

This challenge pack, which can be downloaded 
from our website here, contains 6 sections: ● 

Captivating Countryside ● Everybody Energise ● 
Springtime Splatter ● Sprouting Science ● 

Awesome Animals ● Fantastic Food.  

There is something for every section. 

http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/shop.aspx
http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/spectacular-springtime-challenge-2021-03-22.aspx
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Financial help for units, districts and divisions  

We know that subscriptions for 2022 maybe a difficult time for some units, but 
we really want to help you pay your invoice successfully. We would encourage 

anyone not already claiming Gift Aid to get set up and start claiming, see Gift 
Aid | Girlguiding. There are lots of leaders who already claim Gift Aid and 
would help you with the process. Ask your division commissioner for help 

should you need it. 

Here are some grants that could also help: 

Countywide  

SHIRE Community Grant 2021-22 - Grants (leicestershirecommunities.org.uk) 

Alpkit Foundation | Alpkit  Links to outdoors/DofE/Camping experiences 

Central England Co-operative - your local ethical retailer at the heart of your 
community | Central England Co-operative 

COVID-19: Providing £30m to support local communities - Tesco PLC 

Cadent Foundation | Cadent (cadentgas.com) 

Home | The Martin Trust 

Grants for those near to East Midlands Airport  

Charitable Giving | East Midlands Airport  

Blaby District Council  

Community Grants – Blaby District Council 

Hinckley Division 

Poors Platt - Charity Link (charity-link.org) 

Girlguiding Website Grants information  

Grants and funding | Girlguiding 

If you are worried about your unit finances or just have some questions please 
contact your local commissioner or the county team.  

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise-for-us/fundraising-toolkit/gift-aid/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise-for-us/fundraising-toolkit/gift-aid/
https://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/grants/shire-community-grant.html
https://alpkit.com/pages/foundation#apply
https://www.centralengland.coop/community-covid/
https://www.centralengland.coop/community-covid/
https://www.tescoplc.com/news/2020/covid-19-helping-the-communities-we-serve/
https://cadentgas.com/cadent-foundation#main
https://www.martintrust.org/
https://www.eastmidlandsairport.com/community/supporting-the-local-community/charitable-giving/
https://www.blaby.gov.uk/leisure-health-and-community/community/community-grants/
https://charity-link.org/trust-administration/trusts-we-administer/poors-platt/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-unit/finance-insurance-and-property/grants-and-funding/
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INTERNATIONAL ADVENTURES………soon 

It has been a challenging year for those of us hoping to travel abroad. Actually 

it has been a tricky year for those of us hoping to start planning a trip. 
Nevertheless the International team are still hoping to go to Iceland next 

summer and we will gather together after Christmas and tentatively plan future 
trips. 

To support our Iceland girls we shall be holding a GRAND EASTER RAFFLE. So, as 
chocolate reindeer and teddies vanish from the shops and eggs and bunnies 
appear, we would welcome any donations as prizes (not necessarily chocolate 

based!) - email Seonaid McPhail on seonaidmcphail@btinternet.com to donate. 

Watch out for details on the Girlguiding Leicestershire International Facebook 

page and our leaders group. 
The International team 

Iceland Challenge 

The Iceland Challenge will be available soon from here, and has been carefully 
written to enable everyone from Rainbows to Trefoil Guild to complete it. 

The challenge allows you to explore the nature of Iceland, the folklore, ‘fire and 
ice’ and, of course, Icelandic culture. We have included guidance to which 
activities are suitable for use on Zoom, socially distanced or even on your own 

at home, along with links to the programme. 

Our unusual badge reflects our changing dates and we hope that you will support 

us by doing the challenge with your units and buying a badge!  
Lucy Faulds 

Group leader 

mailto:seonaidmcphail@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/GGLeicestershireInternational
https://www.facebook.com/groups/569565340650206
http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/coming-soon-2021-09-14.aspx
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The closing date for the next issue will be 

Monday 21 March 

Please send all articles to office@leicestershireguides.org 

Do you have a Hero in your unit, district, division?  

Send your nominations to us now. More details here. 

Heroes can be of any age! Do you know a leader who has gone above and beyond 
to keep guiding going? A Brownie who has made a special effort to fundraise?  
A Rainbow who has coped with adversity? A helper who has supported guiding 

activities? They can be members or friends of Girlguiding.  

Nominate them now for a Guiding Hero award…. Fill in the simple nomination 

form and tell us why you think they deserve to be celebrated. Download the 
form here, then once complete send it to us at the county office and we can 

make the magic happen!  

For any questions, please contact maggie.silver@outlook.com. 

mailto:office@leicestershireguides.org
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-unit/managing-your-team/awards-and-recognition/girlguiding-hero-award/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/globalassets/docs-and-resources/managing-volunteers/hero-award-nomination-form.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3lXdVaeRqb11l9HFz2x11DdA8-DblmUrHyPbKN1_MEosnVYUUXbjbe8lc
mailto:office@leicestershireguides.org
mailto:maggie.silver@outlook.com
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New appointments 

Emma Chodynicki  Chair of Finance 

Sam Dunn     Oadby and Wigston Guide Commissioner 

Sophie Jeffs    Battlefield District Commissioner 

 

Welcome to our new commissioners and appointments, 

we wish them all the best in their new roles! 

International uniforms for hire 

We have the following uniforms which are all currently worn by Brownies and 
Guides in these countries.  

Canada – Brownie and Guide 

Australia - Brownie and Guide 

Malaysia - Guide 

Denmark - Guide 

India - Bulbul (Indian Brownie name) and Guide 

Ireland - Brownie and Guide 

Ukraine - Guide 

New Zealand - Brownie and Guide 

Barbados - Brownie  

Hong Kong – Brownie and Guide 

We anticipate that there will be quite a demand 
for them in February and ask that you: 

 a) book early. 

 b) only book those you plan to focus on.  

 c) collect and return them promptly having 

washed and ironed them if necessary. 

 

We also have a set of ten saris and instructions for wearing them. 

How do I book them?  The system and booking forms are on the resources page 
of the County website. We no longer ask for a deposit. Hire charge for 

international uniforms is £1 per uniform per week. 

Hong Kong Guides 

Barbados Brownies 

http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/uniforms-and-semaphore-flags.aspx
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Training 

County training day 

Saturday 19 March 

at Brockington College, Enderby, LE19 4AQ 

We are very excited to have planned an action-packed day of sessions plus 

time for you to meet our advisers and chat with friends. 

Come along and … 

 Explore the themes in more detail. 

 Complete your 1st Response. 

 Complete the parts needed to convert your external first aid qualification. 

 Complete A Safe Space level 3. 

 Plus other sessions and workshops on a variety of topics - one especially 

for young leaders. 

We will have access to the IT Suite so can support you doing A Safe Space 

Levels 1 and 2, the e-learning part of 1st Response or any other e-learning 

offered by Girlguiding. 

There will be a chance to hear from Sam, our county commissioner, and meet 

advisers – maybe you are interested in taking the girls away overnight or want 

to know more about the different roles at county level? 

As always refreshments will be available with lots of lovely cakes on sale to 

support our girls going overseas! 

Bookings open soon – please check the website and Facebook page for the 

Eventbrite link mid-January. 

External first aid qualifications 

If you already have an external first aid qualification, you 

may not need to attend our 1st Response course. 

If you would  like to see if the certificate you hold can be 

accepted then please email the course syllabus and 

certificate to the training organiser - Vicky Garratt, 

watermeaddivcomm@gmail.com. 

http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/training
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=140586622674265&display=popup&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.girlguidingleicestershire.org%2Fhome%23.Yd27dWOXctE.facebook&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fs7.addthis.com%2Fstatic%2Fthankyou.html
mailto:watermeaddivcomm@gmail.com
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Training 

 

1st Response  

Your 1st Response training is valid for three years. You'll need to redo the full 6 
hour training course and e-learning in order to make sure your training is up to 
date to keep all members safe. You will need to attend a local training session 
for 1st Response and complete the 1st Response e-learning.  

This 1st Response training session is being delivered with a mix of face-to-face 
and virtual using the online platform - Zoom. The training is 6 hours long and 
this training course will be split into 1 x 2 hour face-to-face session in Long 
Whatton and 2 x 2-hour sessions delivered virtually using zoom. 

Part 1 face-to-face The Friendship Centre,  

81 Main Street, Long Whatton, LE12 5DF 

Parts 2 and 3 virtual 

Separate sessions split over three weeks, you must attend all three. 

This 1st Response training session is being delivered with a mix of face-to-face 
and virtual using the online platform - Zoom. The training is 6 hours long and 
this training course will be split into 1 x 2 hour face-to-face session in Thurnby 
and 2 x 2-hour sessions delivered virtually using zoom. 

Part 1 face-to-face Thurnby Scout and Guide HQ, 

Court Road, Thurnby, LE7 9PA 

Parts 2 and 3 virtual 

Separate sessions split over three weeks, you must attend all three. 

1st Response e-learning 

The e-learning can be completed before or after the full training 
course and must be completed in order to be recognised as a first 

aider in Girlguiding.  

Please check the website for more dates and courses. 

Part 1 

Sunday 27 February 

2pm - 4pm 

Part 2 

Tuesday 1 March 

7pm - 9pm 

Part 3 

Tuesday 8 March 

7pm - 9pm 

Part 1 

Sunday 24 April 

10am - 12noon 

Part 2 

Thursday 28 April 

7pm - 9pm 

Part 3 

Thursday 5 May 

7pm - 9pm 
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Training 

To book a place on a training, please complete the online booking 

form via our website 

· Bookings will be provisional until you have received a confirmation email 
from County Office. 

 · Please do not just turn up - courses could be full.  

· Uniform/guide wear is worn at all trainings. 

· There is no charge for the training sessions. However, for 1st Response only, 
if you fail to let County Office know that you are unable to attend, then 
your division will be charged £5 per place. 

· There is often a waiting list so PLEASE tell us, if for any reason, you have to 
cancel.  

1st Response Pathways 

From 2022 there will be three distinct pathways for completing 1st Response 
to make it clearer for both organisers and participants.  

1. e-learning and full day 6-hour in-person training. 

2. e-learning and 3 x 2-hour in person training dates. 

3. e-learning and 3 x 2-hour sessions. Module 1 must be delivered in-person, 

modules 2 and 3 can continue to be delivered virtually. 

These pathways mean that the ‘15 minute’ practical skills check is removed as 

an option, instead ensuring that the whole of module 1 is delivered in person. 
All the elements of the practical skills check are currently included in this 

module’s syllabus. These pathways will also ensure that everybody is booked 
onto all elements of the course in one go and are not waiting around for 
practical skills checks to take place. 

These pathways also allow for the blended approach to 1st Response, that was 
introduced with the new training package and in response to the pandemic, to 

continue. 

In terms of timings, from 1 January 2022, any new trainings that are 

organised and advertised should follow one of these pathways. 

We will also move to requiring that the e-learning and all three modules are 
completed within three months from when the first element is started, 

something that was relaxed due to covid restrictions.  

If there are any queries please contact the training organiser – Vicky Garratt 

watermeaddivcomm@gmail.com  

http://www.leicestershireguides.org/training
mailto:watermeaddivcomm@gmail.com
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A Safe Space 

A Safe Space training needs to be completed by everyone, the level depends on 

your role. 

Level 1 and Level 2 training can be 

completed by e-learning, see the Girlguiding 

website, it takes less than an hour to 

complete. 

Level 3 and Level 4 are webinar trainings 

hosted by Midlands region and Girlguiding. 

To book, complete the region form here, or 

log into GO and click learning opportunities. 

Here you will find all the available trainings. 

If you need any help booking training please 

contact County Office for advice. 

 

Levels 1 and 2 

Introduction and creating a safe space 

Required for everyone including assistant leaders, occasional helpers, young 

leaders, unit helpers and home contacts.  

Level 3 

Recognising, telling and taking action - for unit leaders, residential leads and 

event coordinators, mentors, advisers and trainers 

At least one leader, assistant leader or leader in training in every unit needs to 

complete this training.  

Level 4 

Managing concerns, allegations and disclosures - for commissioners only 

Please note: you must complete Level 3 before starting this course. 

Training 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-training/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-training/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeuWNaw9Lj4ybq3ZD8Bur-h7EVuDsZSUNhhy3hSjMua0Y4OOA/viewform
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Girlguiding Midlands Region Chief Commissioner’s Awards 2021 

Nine ladies from Girlguiding Leicestershire were successfully nominated for the 
Girlguiding Midlands Region Chief Commissioner’s Awards 2021.  

Eight of these ladies were able to attend a presentation event at Barton 
Marina on Sunday 5 December 2021 – a very enjoyable event, recognising the 
achievements of many ladies from across Girlguiding Midlands.  

Congratulations, and thank you, to all. 

Catherine Booton Sue Hall 

Irene Bromley Libby Harris 

Ann Downs Louise Mynott 

Vicky Garratt Heather Smith 

Megan Tovey 

 

Information about the award in 2022 will be available in the spring so start 
thinking now about who you might like to nominate for the award.  

Any questions? Contact maggie.silver@outlook.com. 

Maggie Silver 

County Awards Adviser 

mailto:maggie.silver@outlook.com
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Diary Dates 

County training day 
Saturday 19 March 

Water camp - Guides and Rangers 
Friday 13 - Sunday 15 May 

Jungle Jinks Brownie camp     County weekend - Foxlease 
Saturday 6 - Tuesday 9 August      Friday 7 - Sunday 9 October 

Please check out the county website or the leaders Facebook group for more 
dates, events and the latest information. COVID restrictions may change these 
events. 

Including all 
It's our responsibility to make sure all members - no matter what their identity 

or background - feel supported and involved in guiding. In order to do that we 

need to remove any barriers that might stop them doing this. 

These barriers may be physical but may also be due to negative attitudes, 

prejudice or stereotypes. Removing these barriers allows members to be fully 
included, have independence, choice and control. 

Units may encounter different types of barriers: 

The environment (physical and sensory): for example, if there are steps into 

the hall then a wheel chair user cannot get in. 

How we do things: (systems and procedures) 

Attitudes: for example, pre-empting a scenario and making assumptions 

about a member’s capability can create a barrier for them. 

For some members we need to make adjustments to allow them to participate 
fully. These remove, or significantly reduce, a barrier faced by a person. 

If you have a member in your unit that may need adjustments, the first step is 

to complete an adjustment plan which involves the leader, the parent and the 
girl in a discussion on the best way to approach different situations. Some 
leaders may also need an adjustment plan to support them. 

Information about making adjustments, together with adjustment plans that 

can be downloaded, are available on the Girlguiding website here. 

The Inclusion team is available for support and questions. We are not experts; 

however, we can offer advice on where to look for information and how to 
progress inclusion in the unit.  We offer a supporting role and endeavour to 

respond within seven days of the enquiry. Any issues are treated strictly 
confidentially.  

If you have a question and would like to contact the Inclusion team we are 

available at inclusion@leicestershireguides.org 

Sue and Simon 

http://www.girlguidingleicestershire.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/groups/569565340650206
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-unit/including-all/including-members-with-additional-needs/making-reasonable-adjustments/
mailto:inclusion@leicestershireguides.org
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TOPSTONES RANGERS 

It has been a busy year for the intrepid young women of Topstones Rangers. 
During the lockdown period we met on ZOOM and did quizzes, crafts, much 

origami (sorry Bessie) mostly mug based cooking and escape rooms. And 
then….when we were able to, we adjourned back outside to Topstones, in the 
wind, rain, sleet and everything else the weather could throw at us. Many 

fires were lit and much huddling was done.  

It seemed reasonable that for 

our November meeting to 
celebrate Guy Fawkes, we 

try something a little 
different and so made 
……….smoke bombs. The 

recipe was a little under-
tested so two of our leaders 

cooked up the mixture while 
everyone else worked their 

way through some games. 

The girls were however 

keen to light the results 
and for a first attempt, we 

think they went 
reasonably well. Some 

work needs to be done on 
producing coloured smoke 
though. 

(instructions and a list of 
what NOT to do available 

on request). 

Seonaid McPhail 

http://www.leicestershireguides.org
mailto:office@leicestershireguides.org

