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31 January 2022 
 
Dear Leader 
 
Thank you for booking to bring your girls to the Water Weekend camp.  We are delighted with the 
response. Please find some additional information about the event. 
 
 
Activities 
 

• Water based: Improvised raft building, kayaking, canoeing, bellboating, katakanuing, and 
stand up paddleboards 

• Land based: High ropes/climbing, archery, bushcraft activities including lighting fires and 
craft Activities. 

 
 
Fully qualified instructors, who hold appropriate qualifications and a first aid certificate will run all 
the activity sessions.  They will have been cleared either through a DBS or CRB check.  These 
instructors are employees of the Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre and not registered with 
Girlguiding UK.  Some sessions will be run by appropriately qualified or experienced 
Guiding/Scouting Leaders who will have undertaken the necessary checks. 
 
Groupings 
Girls will be working in teams of 12 which will stay the same for the whole weekend and to ensure 
that everyone gets to mix with other girls the groups of 12 will be made up of girls from different 
units.  No girl will be on her own and will always have at least one other girl from her unit in her 
team. 
 
Please explain to the girls that they may not be able to do activities with their best friends, and to 
make your task easier we will be sending out a spreadsheet of activities, sessions, and the numbers 
of girls from each unit in each of the 18 teams in advance of the camp. 
 
To make our lives easier we would appreciate you allocating the girls to their groups in advance and 
then emailing these groups and names back to me.  This will allow me to print activity sheets for all 
of the instructors.  This will be sent to you 2 weeks before the camp and will need to be returned 1 
week before the camp. 
 
Timings 
 
Friday  
Leaders may arrive from 4pm to 5.15 and then from 6.15pm onwards 
Girls may arrive from 6.15pm onwards provided there is a leader present on site from their unit. 
Camp to be established – Leaders meeting at 9pm, one representative of each camping group must 
be present. 
Hot drinks to be provided centrally at 9.30pm 
Camp quiet at 11pm 
 
Saturday  
9am  Welcome to camp introductions at the main flag-pole and flag break 
9.30am  First activity session 
11am  Tea Break – drinks are served to all girls centrally 
11.30am Second Activity Session 
1pm  Lunch – in units 
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2pm  3rd Activity Session 
3.30pm  Tea break – drinks are served to all girls centrally 
4pm  4th Activity Session 
5.30pm  Girls return to unit camps for evening meal 
7.30pm  Campfire 
9.30pm  Hot Chocolate served centrally 
11pm  Camp quiet 
 
Sunday 
9.15am  Flag Break 
9.30am  First Activity session 
11am  Tea break – drinks are served to all girls centrally 
11.30am Second Activity session 
1pm  Lunch 
3pm  Closing ceremony at flag 
3.15pm  Girls may depart site 
All campers to have left site by 4pm on Sunday 
 
 
Location, Arrivals and Departures 
 
Everyone needs to be aware that the site is on a natural river, which will rise and fall depending on 
the rain that has been had in the week preceding the camp.  It is rare that the site has to close 
completely due to high water levels but we have contingency plans in place should this be the case.  
A sheet about water activities on natural rivers is included with this letter; every parent must be 
given a copy. 
 
 
Directions and map are taken from the LOPC website: https://www.lopc.co.uk/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lopc.co.uk/
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Everyone needs to be aware that although the site is private it is close to a major road and there 
are public footpaths close to the site.  Whilst we will be providing discrete security for the camp it 
is recommended that valuable items are NOT brought to the camp and neither Girlguiding nor the 
LOPC can take any responsibility for items brought by the girls.  The car park is also shared by other 
clubs who are on the same site.   
 
There will be people in hi-vis in the car park – these people’s instructions should be followed.  
Please ensure parents are also aware of this.  It is for the safety of all parties. 
 
Leaders 
May arrive on the Friday night at any time from 4pm to 5.15pm and then from 6.15pm onwards.  
No arrivals between 5.15pm and 6.15pm as the centre holds after school clubs and they are 
collected between these times.  
 
On arrival you should report to the main reception where a member of the camp team will book you 
in and direct you to where you will be camping. 
 
Girls  
Should arrive from 6.15pm onwards but a leader must be present on the site.  Due to the very 
limited car parking available girls must be encouraged to share transport wherever possible.  
Parents will need to drop and go, so girls will need to carry their kit from the car park to camping 
pitches.  
 
Delivering equipment to the site 
Only vehicles delivering large amounts of unit camping equipment will be allowed down the track to 
the camping field, and this will only be allowed if the field is dry.  All other vehicles must be parked 
in the car park at the top of the site.  Once deliveries have been made vehicles must return to the 
main car parking area immediately. 
 
Departures 
All campers must be off site from 4pm, Girls may leave site from 3.15pm.  Vehicles transporting unit 
equipment may be allowed on to site earlier, but this is dependent on the weather.  Please let the 
organisers know if this is required. 
 
Camp site 
 
Facilities 
We will be camping on the main and side fields at the Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre and we will 
have access across the whole site.  In addition to the main shower and toilet block we are hiring in 
portaloos.  Do not bring elsan toilets as there is no disposal point.   
 
Tents 
 
You will need to ensure that your unit is self-sufficient for catering equipment and tentage but 
remember that this is a small site and every additional tent that comes along is less space for 
everyone - space will be at a premium as the camp is fully booked. Space will be allocated on the 
numbers of girls and leaders attending. 
 
Catering 
You will need to bring a dining tent/mess tent or other such enclosed tent that is large enough to 
seat all of your girls.  This ensures that if we have a very wet weekend that all of the girls can eat 
their meals under cover.  Remember that the girls will be exceedingly active during the weekend 
and will get wet repeatedly so plenty of snacks, and hot food that is high in calories will be needed.  
Girls should be given a hot breakfast, and something hot at lunch time, especially if the weather is 
cold. 
 
If you are a small unit, consider linking up with another unit to share the catering for the weekend.  
You only need to bring half the kit and your girls get to meet new friends within Guiding.  You also 
get the added support of additional leaders. If you would like to do this and need help finding 
someone then please contact Raechel Fairclough, County Guide and Ranger Residential Adviser on 
raechelfairclough@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:raechelfairclough@yahoo.co.uk
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There is a large Sainsbury’s Supermarket less than 5 minutes drive from the campsite for any 
additional food shopping and there is a Lidl just a few minutes walk away.  Online shopping 
deliveries will be accepted on to site on Saturday morning and afternoon, but not on Friday evening 
due to the large volume of traffic accessing the site in the evening. 
 
Snacks 
On the Friday and Saturday evening hot drinks will be provided for the girls and then drinks and 
biscuits in the morning and afternoon tea breaks to save Leaders from having to do this and having 
wet girls going back to their tents.  There will be hot drinks available throughout the day for 
leaders. 
 
Striking camp 
Leaders may start striking camp whenever they wish on the Sunday and should arrange for transport 
for anytime after 15.15pm.  Girls are encouraged to have carried their equipment up to the top of 
the site for a quick pick up by parents.  Everyone must be off site by 4pm. 
 
Leader duties 
 
We have a small central team who will be supporting the camp with key functions but leaders are 
asked to contribute to the smooth running of the camp by helping out with various functions such as 
the drinks at break times, shower monitors and toilet restocking.  You will, however, have plenty of 
time for watching your girls taking part in activities and preparing your meals.  Allocation for these 
jobs will be issued at the Friday evening leaders briefing. 
 
We are providing a room for Leaders to sit in where they can observe water activities and where 
they can shelter if it should be slightly inclement weather! 
 
Forms and attachments 
 
REN 
You should complete your REN form online as soon as possible (12 weeks before the event) for part 
1 and 4 weeks before the event for part 2. 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/globalassets/docs-and-resources/residentials-and-going-
away/home-residential-event-notification-form.pdf  
 
Attachments 
Accompanying this letter are a number of documents: 

• A consent form with all of the activities pre-filled in 

• Water activities on natural rivers information sheet 

• An additional kit list for the camp 
This list gives the additional items that the girls should bring to camp.  They will get very wet, 
repeatedly!  They will need at least 2 towels and several changes of clothing.  If they have wetsuits 
already encourage them to bring them.  They must wear old trainers or water shoes for the 
activities on the water, wellies, walking boots, flip-flops or other footwear that can fall off will not 
be permitted. 
 
Health Forms and Care Plans 
You will need to send out a health form.  You should ensure that you get 2 copies of the health form 
completed or copied.  One copy is to be retained by you, the Leader on camp and the other is to be 
handed in to the camp office on the Friday evening once all girls have arrived.  A copy of any health 
care plans should also be handed in on the Friday evening.   Health forms that have been handed in 
will be shredded at County Office after the event. 
 
It is the leader’s responsibility to ensure that medication is collected and stored appropriately.  If 
girls need to have medication on activities, then leaders must ensure they speak to the organising 
team on the Friday evening. 
 
 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/globalassets/docs-and-resources/residentials-and-going-away/home-residential-event-notification-form.pdf
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/globalassets/docs-and-resources/residentials-and-going-away/home-residential-event-notification-form.pdf
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The balance of your money 
 
The balance payments should be sent to County office by 20th April.  If you have any issues with this 
then please contact me. 
 
If you have any queries on any aspect of the camp then please do not hesitate to contact me on 
01509 504243, or by email at Dawnguiding@btinternet.com  
 
I look forward to seeing you all at camp. 
Yours in Guiding 
 

 
Dawn Scott, Water Advisor 
 

 
 

mailto:Dawnguiding@btinternet.com

